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IMPORTANT: Please forward e-mail message from @eagle.sophia.ac.jp to your daily-use account if you do not access the former
regularly.

This course aims at helping students familiarize with U.S. “historiography,” changing interpretations of historical events in the United
States. More specifically, it will cover the era of colonies, independence, slavery, territorial expansion, the Civil War, immigration &
ethnicity, race, and women all in global context. The students are expected to read/summarize the material in advance, to participate in
discussion & presentation, to write response - what interests / surprises / confuses you -- at the end of each class, and to submit a
final paper [for more information, please see EPILOGUE below]. The classroom activities include: the review of the previous class, the
background information related to the topic, the presentation and discussion, as well as the reflection. [Due to unusual circumstance,
we may have to change what we plan to do during this semester.]
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This course is designed to help students understand the changing U.S. historiography, the history of historical interpretation. In other
words, instead of memorizing historical facts, it will challenge students to think critically about the old [nation-centered/nationalistic]
versus new [sub-national/global] interpretation of the same event. Thus, by taking this class, students will not increase the quantity of
memorized fact but rather develop qualitative skills to review historians' work over the past decades.
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The students are expected to read the material in advance and submit 200-words English summary on Moodle PRIOR to our class, to
participate in classroom presentation/discussion, to write reflections, and to submit a final paper. Depending on the familiarity of the

subject and/or English language skills, it may vary but may require at least 100 minutes for reading, summarizing, and uploading the

required text prior to our class and, after the class, at least 100 minutes for reviewing the text so as to prepare for final paper.
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ZDfth/ Others(in detail) (100.0%) 1 27% of your grade comes from pre-class 200 words summary of Introduction & Cases 1-
8; 27% from class participation & "reaction paper" in which you are asked to write “what interests/surprises/confuses you with why (in
detail) on that day’s class lecture and/or discussion; 18% from Mid-Term & Final Summaries; 28% from outline of & the 1500 words
Paper + Course Reflection without which your paper will not be graded. Please contact the instructor in case of absence and
absolutely NO plagiarism whatsoever. Also, read the below "DES Academic Honesty Policy Statement" (pdf) carefully.

BHiR/Free Text : Moodle will be our e-learning platform (password will be given during the first week of instruction; otherwise,
please contact the instructor for more information). In order to obtain instructor’'s email address, please visit:
https://dept.sophia.ac.jp/fs/student/
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1.Prologue

Please read the above posted file "The La Pietra Report" [ch0-0.pdf] and be ready to answer the questions listed for in-class discussion.

2.Introduction: Global Approaches to US History (READ: xiii-xxiv) & upload 200 words summary prior to our class [Keywords for 5 mins.
oral presentation: "American exceptionalism" (p.xiii); "multiculturalism" (p.xv); "post-modernism" (p.xvi); "Pan-Africanism" (p.xviii); "Anti-
isolationism" (p.xix); "diaspora" (p.xxi); "mercantilism" (p.xxii); "decolonization" (p.xxiii)] [Discussion Questions: Why is it important to
“revolt against ‘the enclosure of history’ within a nation-state”? How can it be done? How long has the world been interconnected? Have
the writing and teaching of history accommodated that fact? If not, why? What do we achieve by connecting U.S. history to the history
of the world? Is it possible to be both a proud national and a citizen of the world? If not, why? If so, how?]

3.Case 1: Global Consumer Demand (READ: 2-9) ditto [Keywords: "_America_" (p.3); "Triangular Trade" (p.3); "Sugar, Stamp, Townshend
Acts" (p.5); "economic liberalism" (p.5)] [Discussion Questions: Why would small taxes on sugar and tea lead colonists to revolt against
a nation with which a decade earlier they had so clearly identified? What is the big deal about tea and sugar to begin with? What do you
know about English tea ceremonies? Who can take tea? Who knows who Josiah Wedgewood is, or what Wedgewood porcelain is?]

4.Case 2: Declaration of Independence (READ: 18-25) ditto [Keywords: "American scripture" (p.18); Continental Congress (p.20);
"French Declaration" (p.21); "Haitian Declaration" (p.23)] [Discussion Questions: What was (the most important paragraph in) the
Declaration? How did the Declaration transform the Revolution from a civil war into a war between states (enabling France and Spain to
enter the war)? How quickly the Declaration transmitted around the world? What are the similarities and differences between the US
and other declarations?]

5.Case 3: Origins of Slavery (READ: 36-44) ditto [Keywords: "peculiar institution" (p.36); trans-Saharan slave trade (p.38); "the famous

debate in Spain in 1548" (p.40); abolitionist (p.44)] [Discussion Questions: Who was involved in the slave trade and why? How was the

slave trade justified? What was the purpose of the slave trade? Where were the slaves coming from? Where were they going? Where
ere most of the slaves taken and why? ]

6.Case 4: West (READ: 86-93) ditto [Keywords: Frederick Jackson Turner (p.86); "neo-Europes” (p.90); "El Norte" (p.93); "spaghetti
estern" (p.93)] [Discussion Questions: Was the “West” for the Pueblo, Ute, or Gabrielino Indians? How might Mexicans refer to the
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region known as the “American West"? Why was the Texas Revolution fought? How was the Texas Revolution related to the U.S.-
Mexican War? On which side did Texas-Mexicans fight? Who started the U.S.-Mexican War? Why was it fought? What were the
consequences of U.S. victory? How have race and racism been employed to justify western conquest? What were their similarities and
differences with European colonists in Africa, Asia, and Latin America?]

7. Mid-Term Summary (1) no new reading; summarize Case 1-4 + Introduction in 400 words & upload it PRIOR to our class

8.Case 5: Civil War (READ: 126-134) & upload 200 words summary PRIOR to our class [Keywords TBA] [Discussion Questions: Why
did the North win the Civil War? Why did the soldiers fight? (Why did a soldier enlist? Why did a soldier stay in the army? Why was a
soldier willing to actually fight?) How did the events of the 1860s and 1870s prove both powerful and contradictory in their meaning
for world history, especially those that define national identity and the broader context of the destruction of slavery? Why did Irish
immigrants and African Americans, while apparent social rivals, both claim that they were fighting for freedom? Why did Lincoln think
the outcome of the Civil War was significant to the rest of the world? How might the outcome of the war and emancipation affect other
countries such as Brazil, Great Britain, and Prussia? How might the world have been different if the South had won the Civil War? Was
Reconstruction a turning point in U.S. history? How did the resulting system of Jim Crow influence the world’s view of the U.S.?]

9.Case 6: Migration (READ: 170-177) ditto [Keywords TBA] [Discussion Questions: What are the different ways to define migration? Is
migration a one-way movement? Are there migrants who do not cross national borders but face cultural differences? How do we
compare the experiences of one ethnic group in several locations? Are there ongoing connections among immigrant groups across
borders? How does technology affect migration? Why might migration be a better term than immigration?]

10.Case 7: Race (READ: 218-225) ditto [Keywords TBA] [Discussion Questions: What is "natural science’s classification" of race?
hat are the differences between “one-drop rule” and “blood quanta”? How and why has there been different patters of “racialization™?]

11.Case 8: Women (READ: 262-268) ditto [Keywords TBA] [Discussion Questions: How do the contributors asked of women during
the war compare across national boundaries? In what ways did the war affect the lives of women? What do the propaganda aimed at

omen tell us about the way that the Allies saw themselves as nations and as a cause? How accurate are these images in telling us
about the roles women took during the war? What do they omit? What does this tell us about the historical context in which they were
produced?]

12.Mid-Term Summary (2) no new reading; no new reading; summarize Case 5-8 + Introduction in 400 words & upload it PRIOR to our
class

13.Final Summary: Outline of your paper due PRIOR to our class

14.Epilogue: Paper & Course Reflection due PRIOR to our class [Please answer the following TWO questions in preparing for your
paper: Q1. Thomas Bender argues, U.S. history “is beginning to overflow the channel established by the national narrative---. U.S. history
is being examined in a larger context, one that denies to the nation-state the privilege of being its own historical context” (p. xiii). Please
provide the samples of such overflow by referring to at least TWO different cases plus Introduction (pp. xiii-xxiv) we covered in our
class. Q2. In Introduction, Bender points out, “the gross simplifications inherent in the notion of ‘American exceptionalism,’ a line of
thinking common among historians and laypersons in the early cold war years and resurgent today, are exposed” (p. xiii). Please provide
the samples and the reasons by referring to at least TWO different cases we covered in our class. (Please choose different cases that

lyou use for Q1 so that in total you cite 4 cases + Introduction in your paper.) ]
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